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TO  THE 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF 
PERRY  BARR. 


133,  Soho  Hill,  Handsworth, 
Birmingham, 

Jan.  19  th ,  1898. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  herewith  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1897. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  RICHMOND. 


- 


ANNUAL  EEPOET 


On  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Urban  District  of 
Perry  Barr,  in  the  County  of  Stafford,  for  the 
Year  ending  December  31st,  1897. 


Eateable  Value  April,  1897,  £21,491  4s.  Od. 

Area,  Boundaries,  and  Geology. — The  area  of  the  District 
is  4043  acres.  It  is  hounded  on  the  south  by  the  Urban  District 
of  Handsworth ;  on  the  west  by  the  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  ; 
on  the  north  by  the  Eural  District  of  Walsall ;  and  on  the  east 
by  the  County  Boundary,  where  it  touches  the  Borough  of  Sutton 
Coldfield  and  the  Urban  District  of  Erdington,  in  Warwickshire. 
The  surface  is  undulated,  and  the  height  above  the  sea  level 
varies  from  500  feet  at  the  extreme  north  to  316  feet  at  the 
southern  extremity.  The  natural  drainage  is  towards  the  Eiver 
Tame  at  its  southern  boundary.  The  sub-soil  is  sand  or  gravel 
of  varying  thickness  overlying  the  New  Eed  Sandstone,  which 
is  broken  up  by  many  faults. 

Population. — Census  1881 — 1,349  inhabitants. 

,,  1891—2,310  „ 

Estimated  1897(middle  of  year) — 2,630  inhabitants. 

The  population  is  distributed  in  413  houses,  including  40 
villas  and  semi-detached  houses  and  25  superior  houses,  19  farm 
houses,  7  inns,  the  Maryvale  Convent,  the  Aston  Infectious 
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Hospital,  and  320  labourers’  and  colliers’  cottages.  There  are 
four  elementary  schools,  viz.  :  St.  Paul’s,  St.  John’s,  Old  Oseott, 
and  the  St.  Catherine’s  Schools. 

The  houses  are  scattered  over  the  district  singly  or  in  small 
groups,  except  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  colliery,  where 
upwards  of  170  cottages  are  collected.  About  three-fifths  of  the 
population  are  dependent  upon  the  colliery,  the  remainder  being 
private  residents  or  persons  engaged  in  agriculture. 

Births — During  the  year  74  births  were  registered,  41  male 
and  33  female,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  28T  per  thousand. 

Deaths. — During  the  year  45  deaths  were  registered,  eight 
of  which  were  those  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district,  viz.  : 
seven  deaths  at  the  Aston  Infectious  Hospital,  and  one  by  drowning. 
No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  among  the  Perry  Barr 
inmates  of  the  Workhouse  and  Infectious  Hospital  at  West 
Bromwich.  The  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  numbered, 
therefore,  37,  18  being  male  and  19  female,  giving  a  death-rate 
of  14*0  per  1,000.  One  death,  or  2*2  per  cent,  of  all,  was  not 
certified. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  13  deaths  of  infants 
under  twelve  months  old,  giving  a  mortality  of  176  per  1,000 
births.  Three  deaths  were  due  to  premature  birth  and  two 
deaths  to  congenital  malformations,  leaving  eight  deaths  which 
might  be  due  to  preventable  causes.  Of  these  deaths  three  were 
due  to  wasting,  two  to  measles,  one  to  tabes  meseuterica, 
one  child  was  found  dead  in  bed,  and  one  death  was  due  to 
gastro-enteritis,  i.e.,  diarrhoea.  Almost  certainly  all  these  deaths 
were  due  to  preventable  causes. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. — Five  deaths  occurred  from  measles, 
and  none  from  the  six  other  principal  zymotic  diseases,  the  rate 
per  1,000  being  1*9. 
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In  the  following  table  the  Birth  and  Death-rates  of  1897  are 
compared  with  those  of  the  four  antecedent  five-yearly  periods : — 


1881-5 

1886-90 

1891-5 

1896 

1897 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

27-0 

29-6 

29-5 

35 

281 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

10*3 

13-7 

13-6 

11*1 

.  14*0 

Zymotic  Death-rate  per  1,000 

0*8 

2T 

1-8 

11 

1-9 

Deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  Births 

130 

200 

143 

154 

176 

One  death  of  a  child  of  two  years  was  due  to  influenza  and 
pneumonia. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  and  the 
death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  from  different  classes 
of  disease,  shewing  how  the  death-rate  is  made  up. 


No.  OF 
Deaths, 
1897. 

Death-Rate  per  1,000. 

1897 

1896 

1895 

Total  . 

37 

14-0 

11*1 

14-9 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases 

5 

1*9 

1*1 

1*2 

,,  „  Tubercular  diseases 

5 

1-9 

11 

31 

,,  ,,  Diseases  of  the  nervous  system... 

2 

0*75 

o-o 

1-5 

,,  „  Diseases  of  the  heart,  etc. 

2 

0*75 

0-4 

0*4 

,,  ,,  Diseases  of  the  lungs,  etc. 

4 

1-5 

2*3 

1-9 

,,  ,,  Premature  birth.. . 

3 

114 

0*8 

1*2 

„  ,,  Atrophy,  etc. 

4 

1*5 

0*8 

0-8 

,,  „  Accidents 

2 

0-75 

1*9 

0-4 

,,  „  all  other  causes  ... 

10 

OO 

CO 

2*7 

4-4 

The  zymotic  death-rate  is  due  entirely  to  an  outbreak  of 
measles  which  took  place  in  the  middle  of  the  year  in  the  colliery 
village.  Two  children  whilst  suffering  from  measles  in  an  early 
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stage  attended  St.  Paul’s  School,  Hamstead,  during  the  week 
ended  May  6th.  How  these  children  became  infected  it  was  not 
found  out.  Within  a  fortnight  22  fresh  cases  arose,  all  of  them 
in  children  attending  the  school.  The  further  progress  of  the 
disease  is  shewn  in  tabular  form,  giving  the  cases  arising  per  week 
with  the  ages  arranged  in  seven  age  groups,  and  the  fatality  of 
the  disease  in  each  age  grouj). 


Week  of 

Epidemic. 

AGE  GROUPS. 

0-1 

YEAR. 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10 

upwards. 

Totals. 

1st  cases, 

May  5  th 

.  .  . 

. .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

1st  week  ending  ,,  12th 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2nd  „ 

,,  19th 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

21 

... 

22 

3rd  ,, 

,,  26th 

... 

... 

1 

3 

5 

6 

... 

15 

4th 

June  2nd 

4 

3 

6 

6 

8 

23 

... 

50 

5th 

. ,  9  th 

5 

9 

4 

7 

1 

2 

... 

28 

6  th  ,, 

,,  16th 

3 

11 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

26 

7th 

,,  23rd 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

4-3 

00 

„  30th 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Totals 

13 

23 

18 

19 

15 

55 

2 

145 

Deaths 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Fatality  per  Cent. 

15-4 

4-3 

5 ’5 

.  .  . 

. .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2*9 

As  all  the  cases  up  to  May  18th  occurred  in  children  who 
attended  the  Hamstead  School,  the  schools  were  closed  by  your 
order  on  May  19th  for  three  weeks  and  for  a  subsequent  period 
of  two  weeks.  The  disease  was  thus  confined  almost  entirely  to 
the  colliery  village. 

Tubercular  Diseases. — Three  deaths  were  due  to  phthisis, 
one  occurring  at  the  Oscott  Orphanage,  which  receives  waifs  from 
large  towns.  One  death  was  due  to  tuberculosis  in  a  child  of 
eighteen  months,  and  one  to  tabes  meseuterica  in  a  child  of  five 
months. 
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The  other  classes  of  disease  caused  the  average  number  of 
deaths,  and  call  for  no  further  comment.  Five  of  the  deaths  were 
those  of  persons  over  70  years  old,  viz.  :  71,  74,  75,  82  and  92 
respectively. 


ADMINISTRATION. 

(1)  Refuse  Disposal. — F cecal  matters  and  ashes  are  mostly 
deposited  in  privy  middens,  to  be  afterwards  used  as  manure  on 
fields  and  gardens.  Waste  water  is  allowed  to  run  over  the 
surface  of  neighbouring  fields  and  gardens  either  directly  or 
through  dumb- wells. 

If  provision  be  made  for  keeping  the  rain-water  out  of  these 
dumb-wells,  and  cleaning  them  periodically,  no  nuisance  need 
arise. 

(2)  Water  Supply. — The  Birmingham  water  is  supplied  to 
58  houses,  185  houses  have  well-water  from  86  wells,  11  of  which 
are  draw-wells.  The  great  majority  of  the  pump- wells  were 
inefficiently  protected  against  surface  pollution,  and  several  were 
in  dangerous  proximity  to  offensive  privies.  By  conversion  of  the 
draw-wells  into  pump-wells  protected  against  surface  pollution  in 
the  manner  mentioned  in  my  annual  report  for  1895,  a  fairly  good 
water  may  be  obtained,  but  those  who  wish  for  a  trustworthy 
supply  must  either  have  the  Birmingham  water  or  spend  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  on  the  old  wells 

(3)  Measures  for  the  Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease 
— Under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  which  came 
into  operation  in  February,  1890,  there  were  notified  during  the 
year  13  cases,  viz.  :  11  cases  of  scarlatina,  1  case  of  enteric  fever, 
and  1  of  erysipelas.  By  an  arrangement  with  the  Corporation  of 
West  Bromwich  the  cases  of  scarlatina  were  treated  in  their 
hospital.  The  infected  rooms  and  bedding  were  disinfected. 
None  of  the  cases  was  fatal.  Two  of  the  cases  occurred  on  the 
Sutton  Coldfield  border  of  the  district  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year. 
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A  group  of  seven  cases  arose  in  connection  with  a  case  of 
scarlatina  imported  from  Aston  to  the  Beech  Tree  Cottages  towards 
the  end  of  June.  Two  cases  arose  simultaneously  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  Perry  Oscott  School  on  the  11th  of  November.  It 
was  found  that  children  from  an  infected  house  in  the  Great  Barr 
District  had  been  attending  the  school  and  were  in  the  same  class 
as  the  children  attacked,  and  these  outside  children  themselves 
were  probably  suffering  from  scarlatina  at  the  same  time. 

(4)  Other  Sanitary  Work. — During  the  year  148  inspections 
were  made,  and  145  nuisances  abated  after  notice  by  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  and  two  after  formal  notice  by  your  Authority. 
Five  lots  of  infected  bedding  were  stoved  and  10  houses  were 
disinfected  after  infectious  disease. 

New  Buildings. — The  Surveyor  informs  me  that  during  the 
past  year  three  plans  have  been  submitted  and  passed: — one 
addition  to  a  villa,  one  new  building  for  an  electric  generating 
station,  and  one  for  a  new  stable  and  coach  house 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885.-- 
IJnder  this  order  and  the  corresponding  acts  of  Parliament,  your 
Authority  made  and  issued  regulations  having  as  their  object  the 
preservation  of  the  health  of  cattle  and  the  purity  of  cows’  milk. 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department 
during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1897,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  Distiict  of 


Perry  Barr. 


Observations 

and 

Inspections 

made. 

Preliminary 

Notices. 

Formal 

Notices 

by 

Authority. 

Nuisances 

abated 

after 

Notice. 

Foul  Conditions 

26 

2 

1 

Dwelling- 

houses 

and 

Schools. 

Structural  Defects  ... 

Over-crowding... 

1 

1 

1 

Untit  for  Habitation  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Lodging-houses 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

8 

Cowsheds 

14 

Bakehouses 

Slaughter-houses 

Canal  Boats 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

874 

106 

106 

Deposits  of  Refuse  k  Manure 

3 

3 

3 

Water  Closets  ... 

1  >efective  Traps 

House  - 
Drainage. 

,  No  Disconnection 

[  Other  Faults  ... 

Water  Supply  ... 

33 

33 

31 

Pigsties 

34 

1 

1 

Animals  improperly  kept 

1 

1 

1 

Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Other  Nuisances 

Totals 

994 

148 

2 

145 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’ 
Department  during  the  year  ending  December  31st.  1897,  in  the 
Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Perry  Barr  (continued). 


Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  Found  Adulterated 

„  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use  ... 


NOS. 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed  ...  ...  5 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  10 

Schools  ditto  ditto  ..  ..  ... 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease, 

/ 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things  ...  - 

Convictions  ditto  ditto  ditto  ...  - 


Dated  l*2th  January,  1898. 

(Signed)  H.  HATCH  GAMMELL, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances , 


(A)— TABLE  OF  DEATHS 

Rtgisteud  liming  the  ^  car  1897  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Perry  Barr,  classified  according  to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities  ;  shewing  also  the  population  and  the  births  therein  during  the  year. 


XamssoI'  Localitiks  adopted 
for  the  purposes  of  these 
statistics ;  public  institutions 
beinij  shovru  as  separate 
loealities. 


PERRY  BARR 


THE  INFECTIOUS  . 

HOSPITAL  FOR 
ASTON  MANOR.  \ 


Total 


Population 


Registered 

Births. 


X 

X 


33 

C 


Deaths  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages. 


At  all  Aoks. 


X 

0> 
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1 
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under  under 
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18 


20  38 
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13 


8  3  11 
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6 


20 


25 


45 


13 


11 


6 
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Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 


Under  5 
(  5  upwards 
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The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of  mortality. 


Deaths  occurring  outside  the  district  among  ) 
persons  belonging  thereto  .  .  .  .  .  .  ( 


Deaths  occurring  within  the  district  among 
persons  not  belonging  thereto 


2 


6 


8 


3  3 


|  Under  5 
(  5  upwards 
Under  5 
5  upwards 


3 

4 


(B).  Table  of  new  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1897,  enumerating  the 
number  of  houses  infected,  the  total  number  of  deaths,  also  the  number  of  cases  treated  and  the  deaths  that  occurred  in  Infectious  Hospitals. 


Houses  infected 


Total  cases  reported  among  persons  belonging  to  the  district  .  . 


Total  deaths  registered  among  persons  belonging  to  the  district 


Cases  among  persons  belonging  to  the  district,  treated  in 

Hospital 


Deaths  in  Hospital  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district 


Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Continued 

Fever. 

It  el  ipsing- 

Fever. 

uerperal 

Fever. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

Measles. 

• 

•  • 

6 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

|  Under  5 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

(  5  upwards 

8 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

f  Under  5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . 

< 

!  5  upwards 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

|  Under  5 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

(  5  upwards 

l 

8 

•  • 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

f  Under  5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  C 
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